The use of ionising radiation in trauma and orthopaedic theatres.
Ionising radiation is used extensively in trauma and orthopaedic perioperative practice for operative planning and intraoperative decision making. Radiation poses risks to patients and theatre staff, and it is important to always justify, optimise and limit the exposure. This is facilitated by a thorough understanding and awareness of radiation, as well as a sound knowledge of the precautions required for using this technology to minimise the risks of radiation.